
Fred Kirschenmann’s Pertinent Lectures and Presentations 
 
September 22, 2006. “The Basics of Agricultural Ethics”  Keynote. Washington State 
Food and Nutrition Council.  Des Moines, Washington 
 
August 23, 2006  “Animals in an Organic System: Exploring the Ecological, Social and 
Economic Functions in Organic Agriculture.  Keynote.  Minneapolis, MN 
 
August 10, 2006.  “Potential for a New Generation of Biodiversity in Agro-Ecosystems 
of the Future”  Ecological Society of America Conference.  Memphis, TN 
 
July 18, 2006.  “The Food and Farm Bill” Presented at the Society for Nutrition 
Education annual conference.  San Francisco, CA.   
 
June 10, 2006.  “Revitalizing Rural Communities: how Churches Can Help”  Keynote. 
Northern Plains United Church of Christ annual conference.  Bismarck, ND. 
 
May 23, 2006. “Changing Structure of Agriculture and Future opportunities”  Wisconsin 
Academy of Sciences, Arts and Humanities. Keynote. Future Farming and Rural Life in 
Wisconsin conference.  Menomonee, Wisc. 
 
April 26, 2006.  “First Principles for a Healthy Sustainable Food System”  University of 
Massachusetts School of Health and Environment, Lowell, Mass. 
 
April 25, 2006  “The Farm/Food/Health Connection”  Edward and Nancy Dodge Lecture.  
Johns Hopkins School of Public Health, Baltimore, Maryland. 
 
February 16, 2006. “Challenges Facing Agriculture in the 21st Century”  Tiffin 
Conference Series.  Lethbridge Community College.  Alberta, Canada. 
 
January 8, 2006. “Transforming Agriculture for a New Era”  Ecological Society of 
America conference.  Merida, Mexico 
 
November 17, 2005 Food Med Conference, Keynote. “The Farm/Food/Health 
Connection”  Kaiser-Permenante Hospital Chain.  Oakland, CA. 
 
October 13, 2005, Bentley Lecture.  University of Alberta, Canada 
 
May 2004, 12th Annual D.C. Smith Memorial Lecture, Department of Agronomy 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI. 
 
March 24, 2004, “Being At Home,”  Journey’s Home Lecture Series, Washington 
College Center for Environment and Society, Chestertown, MD.  
   
March 4, 2004, “Different Approaches to New Solutions”  Livestock and Our 
Environment--Scientific Truths in a Changing Industry conference, Fargo, North 
Dakota. 



 
January 21, 2004, “Lessons from Intensive Agriculture,” presented at the 
Intensive Plantation Forestry in the Pacific Northwest conference, Portland, 
Oregon. 
 
October 17, 2003, “Planting the Future: Transforming Agriculture,” presented at 
the 14th Annual Bioneers Conference, San Rafael, CA. 
 
September 7, 2003, “New Seeds and Breeds for a New Revolution in Agriculture, 
presented at the Seeds and Breeds Conference in Washington, D.C.  
 
June 1-3, 2003, “New Seeds and Breeds for a New Revolution in Agriculture,” 
presented at the National Agricultural Biotechnology Council annual conference, 
Washington State University, Seattle, WA.  
 
May 2003, E.T. York Distinguished Lecturer, Auburn University College of 
Agriculture. 
 
April 2003, “Is There a New Agrarianism in Our Future? Combining Agriculture, 
Conservation and Community,” Institute of Environmental Sciences and the 
Miami/Oxford Network. 
 
March 25, 2003, “Toward an Agricultural Research Agenda for the 21st Century,” 
presented at the annual meeting of the Baker Council, ISU Department of 
Agronomy, Ames, IA.  
 
January 16, 2003, “And Then What? Attending to the context of our innovations,” 
Presented at the Department of Chemical Engineering 2002-2003 Seminar Series, 
Iowa State University, Ames, IA. 
 
December 5, 2002, “What Constitutes Sound Science?” Sigma Xi, Iowa State 
University, Ames, IA. 
 
April 25, 2002, “The Future of Agrarianism: Where Are We Now?” Keynote 
address, Considering the Unsettling of America 25 Year Later, Georgetown 
College, Georgetown, KY. 
 
December 18, 2001, “A Pig’s Tale: Marketing Stories for New Value Chains,” 
Niche and Value Added Marketing: What’s in It For You? conference, Iowa State 
University, Ames, IA. 
 
March 27, 2001, Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee, 
Testimony on research needs in new Farm Bill. Washington, D.C. 
 
March 21, 2001, “Small Farms, A Renewed Opportunity.” Keynote address to the 
North Central Small Farms Conference, Springfield, IL.  
 
March 16, 2001, “Two Visions for Agriculture: Which Will We Choose?” Keynote 
address to the Upper Midwest Organic Conference, LaCrosse, WI.  



 
March 3, 2001, “Organic Agriculture: Enclaves of Purity or Ecological Model?” 
Keynote address to the Michigan Governor's Organic Conference, Lansing, MI. 
 
February 20, 2001, “The Loss of Family Farms is Neither Inevitable nor 
Desirable.” Keynote address to the Missouri Small Fruit Growers, Springfield, 
MO. 
 
January 20, 2001, “Biotechnology's Claims: Some Assumptions We Need to 
Question.” Proceedings of Genetic Engineering and Food for the World. 
Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine, New York City, NY.  
 
January 18, 2001, “Alternatives to Agricultural Biotechnology.” Proceedings of 
Biotechnology: Progress or Problem? National Resources, Agriculture and 
Engineering Service Cooperative Extension, Binghamton, NY. 
 
January 13, 2001, “Farmers: Who Needs Them?” Keynote address to Practical 
Farmers of Iowa Winter Workshop and Annual Conference, Ames, IA..  
 
December 4, 2000, “Opportunities for Family Farms.” Keynote address to 
Washington State Horticultural Association, Yakima, WA.   
 
November 3, 2000, “Genetic Engineering in Agriculture: Some Underlying 
Questions.” Address to Genetically Modified Food: Risks, Rewards & Realities. 
Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters, Madison, WI.   
 
September 28, 2000, “Challenges Facing Philosophy as We Enter the 21st 
Century: Reshaping the Way the Human Species Feeds Itself.” Willard O. Eddy 
Lecture, Colorado State University, Boulder, CO.  
 
September 12, 2000, “Questions We Aren't Asking in Agriculture: Beginning the 
Journey Toward a New Vision.” Shivvers Lecture, Iowa Beta Chapter, Gamma 
Sigma Delta, Ames, IA.  
 
 
Earlier Publications: 
“Biotechnology on the Ground: What Kind of Future Can Farmers Expect, and 
What Kind Should They Create?” National Agriculture Biotechnology Council 
Proceedings, June 1999. 
 
“Can We Say “Yes” to Agriculture Using the Precautionary Principle: A Farmer’s 
Perspective,” in Protecting Public Health and the Environment, (ed) Carolyn 
Raffensperger and Joel Tickner, 1999. Washington, D.C.: Island Press. 
 
“Organic Agriculture and the World Food Supply,” in Taste Life, (ed) David 
Richard and Dorie Byers, 1998. 
 



Building the Future of North Dakota Agriculture, 1998. Bismarck, ND: Commission 
on the Future of Agriculture. (Kirschenmann was a member of the 14-person 
COFA Working Group that produced the final report.) 
 
“Expanding the Vision of Sustainable Agriculture,” in For All Generations, (ed) 
Patrick Madden. WSAA Publication, 1997. 
 
“Can Organic Agriculture Feed the World: And is That the Right Question?” in 
For All Generations, (ed) Patrick Madden. WSAA Publication, 1997. 
 
“On Becoming Lovers of the Soil,” in For All Generations, (ed) Patrick Madden. 
World Sustainable Agriculture Association (WSAA) Publication, 1997, pp. 101-
114. 
 
“My Father’s Garden,” Award Winning Video published and produced by 
Miranda Smith Productions, 1996. 
 
Planting the Future: Developing an Agriculture that Sustains Land and Community. 
1995. A Final Report of the Northwest Area Foundation Rural Development 
Research Initiative. Ames, IA: Iowa State University Press. (Kirschenmann was a 
member of the steering committee for the eight-state research initiative.)  
 
A Better Row to Hoe: The Economic, Environmental and Social Impact of Sustainable 
Agriculture. 1995. Northwest Area Foundation Rural Development Research 
Initiative Progress Report. St. Paul, MN: Northwest Area Foundation.  
 
“Reinvigorating Rural Economies,” in Research in Rural Sociology and Development, 
(ed) Harry K. Schwarzweller and Thomas A. Lyson, Vol. 6, 1995. 
 
 “Learning to Farm Ecologically on the Prairie,” Sustainable Agriculture 
Symposium Proceedings, Kansas State University, April 20, 1994. 
 
Farming Practices for a Sustainable Agriculture in North Dakota, 1993. S.A. Clancy, 
J.C. Gardner, C.E. Grygiel, M.E. Biondini, G.K. Johnson. Carrington, ND: North 
Dakota State University Carrington Research Extension Center. (Kirschenmann 
was a member of the Northern Plains Sustainable Agriculture Society that 
cooperated in the North Dakota component of the Northwest Area Foundation 
Rural Development Research Initiative.) 
 
“Rediscovering American Agriculture,” Word and World, Summer, 1993. 
 
“Dancing with Nature,” Earth Ethics, Spring 1993. 
 
“The Ecology-Economy-Ethic Connection in Land Use” in Covenant for a New 
Creation (ed) Carol S. Robb and Carl J. Casebolt, Orbis Press, 1991. 
 


